CA-125 serum concentrations during the menstrual cycle.
CA-125 is an antigenic determinant expressed on ovarian cancer cells and serves as serum marker in patients with ovarian cancer. It has also been detected, however, in serum of healthy women and in patients with benign gynecologic diseases. Previous studies in patients with ovarian hyperstimulation syndrome suggested that the production of CA-125 is correlated with proliferative ovarian activity. In this study, we describe the pattern of CA-125 secretion in 13 healthy women during menstrual cycle and during hormonal contraceptive treatment. That pattern is characterized by an increase of CA-125 serum concentrations parallel to the growth of the dominant follicle. It was not observed during hormonal contraceptive treatment. We conclude that CA-125 serum levels during menstrual cycle seem to be dependent upon the cyclic changes in the female genital tract.